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Relationship between the experience of contact with persons suffering
from dementia and attitudes toward people with dementia
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Abstract : The present study aims to understand the relationship between experience of contact
with persons suffering from dementia and attitudes toward people with dementia. A self-administered
questionnaire was distributed among 112 participants in dementia prevention classes in “A” and “B” cities.
The data obtained from 92 respondents were analyzed. The relationship between positive and negative
attitudes toward dementia and the experience of contact with persons suffering from dementia were
estimated. Subsequently, the causal sequence was modeled and analyzed using path analysis. Results did
not indicate that negative attitudes significantly influenced the experience of contact with persons suffering
from dementia. However, positive attitudes significantly influenced experience of contact with persons
suffering from dementia, as these individuals had cared for a person suffering from this disorder. The
present study indicated that participants who have cared for a person with dementia demonstrate positive
attitudes toward people suffering from this disorder. Further research is necessary with a larger sample

size and should be comprehensively reviewed.
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