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The factor structure and related factors of stigmatizing responsive
scale adapted to the attitude of university students toward persons
with mental disabilities
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Abstract

This study aims to identify the negative attitude of university students toward persons with mental
disabilities by stigmatizing responsive scale, and clarify the factor structure and related factors of
the scale. University students of Aomori, Osaka, Okayama and Nara prefectures and Tokyo
Metropolis responded to the questionnaire survey by Vignette method.Vignette included three types:
depression, schizophrenia and asthma, and were distributed to respondents at random.Jtems for
analysis were stigmatizing response toward persons with vignette, examples of disease, sex and a
field of study. Exploratory factor analysis using promax rotation in maximum likelihood method
was conducted to examine the stigmatizing response of university students.As a result, five factors
were extracted ; “an anxiety over meeting with persons with mental disabilities”, “a distrust of the
ability to fulfill his responsibilities of those persons’, “a feeling of reluctance to understand the
treatment of disease”, “an expectation of the intellectual ability and productivity of persons with
mental disabilities” and “a shame on mental disease”. As the result of one-way analysis of variance
and multiple comparison, in the factor “a distrust of the ability to fulfill his responsibilities of those
persons” and “a shame on mental disease” respondents showed a stronger stigmatizing response
in depression and schizophrenia than asthma, though the two scores have no difference. In the
three factors of “a distrust of the ability to fulfill his responsibilities of those persons”, “an
expectation of the intellectual ability and productivity of persons with mental disabilities” and “a
shame on mental disease”, students of the field of nursery showed a weaker stigmatizing response
than those of field of social welfare, humanities and science and technology. Especially, in the
factor of “a shame on mental disease”, students of the field of social welfare showed a weaker
stigmatizing response than those of science and technology.

Keywords : persons with mental disabilities, prejudice, stigma, mental health welfare
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