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The Implementation Status and Issues of Preparatory Courses
for the National Examination of Certified Social Workers
-Questionnaire Survey to Social Worker Training College

in the Chugoku and Shikoku Regions-

Atsushi KUCHIMURA", Takashi OKURA"
* Faculty of Health and Welfare Science, Okayama Prefectural University

Abstract : The purpose of this study was to clarify the implementation status of preparatory courses
for the national examination for certified social workers at social worker training colleges. Issues
related to implementation were also examined. A questionnaire survey was administered at social
worker training colleges in the Chugoku and Shikoku regions (11 responses/response rate of 55.0%).
The survey results revealed the following:(D more than half of social worker training colleges offer
preparatory courses; (2) many social worker training colleges tend to offer preparatory courses as
optional rather than regular courses; and (3 many social worker training colleges tend to combine
preparatory courses with multiple teaching methods. Issues related to preparatory courses include a
common understanding among faculty members regarding such courses and the workload for faculty
members in charge of preparatory courses. This study clarified that preparatory courses are being
implemented at social worker training colleges as an effort to improve the national examination pass
rate. However, considering the workload for faculty members in charge of these courses, the
prioritization and systematic organization of preparatory courses at each social worker training college

are needed.
Keywords : National examination for certified social workers,

Social worker training college,

Preparatory courses for the national examination, Questionnaire survey
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