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Early Childhood Thoughts of William T. Harris; Origin of connection
between kindergarten and elementary school
in the American kindergarten movement

TAKASHI YAMAMOTO *

*Okayama Prefectural University

William T. Harris (1835-1909), the subject of this article, has been positioned as an outstanding educational
administrator in the history of American education. He was also a philosopher and a central figure in the St.
Louis Hegel movement. By focusing on early childhood education, this article describes the significance of
Harris' educational philosophy as a conceptual “bridge".

From the perspective of connecting kindergarten and elementary school curriculum, his thought on early
childhood education served as the starting point for sub-primary school, and as preparatory education for
elementary school education, he urged improvements to kindergarten education based on the old Froebelism
principle. In two respects, we can give a more positive evaluation for his contribution to a prototype of a

progressive kindergarten.

Keywords : William T. Harris, American Kindergarten Movement, Progressive Education, Froebelism,
Unified Kindergarten and First-Grade Teaching



