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The relationship between information and ethics in the age of digitization

Mizue FUKUMITSU

College of General Education, Okayama Prefectural University

Abstract: This paper aims at finding out the necessary and sufficient relationship between computer
technology and ethics. For this purpose, I classify this relationship into three categories: “information-
and-ethics”, “informationD ethics” and “informationC ethics” and explore their contributions and
problems. J. H. Moor represents the first, which means information and ethics are independent of each
other and complement each other. He thinks that the superiority of computer technology is logical
malleability, and its fearful point is invisible abuse caused by invisible factors which characterize
computer functions. Regarding “informationD ethics”, L. Floridi resolves the parallelism of
information and ethics within the “infosphere” based on the ontological equality principle and takes
up Information Ethics. In regard of “informationCethics”, R. Capurro stipulates that information is
intermediate between the mind and the object and interprets information based on an epistemological
approach while adhering to the who-what distinction. There is no superiority or inferiority among the
three. The very difference arises from the understanding of the concept of "information", which

ultimately comes down to the ontological heterogeneity of the two.
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