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A Pragmatics Analysis on Mother's Superordinate Ostension, Labeling and

Inclusion for Young Children
Osamu Nishiyama Mika Katayama & Keiko Takiguchi

The purpose of this study was to examine the role of mother's strategis for young children in
interpreting novel word meaning by means of pragmatics approach. Mothers may influence children's
interpretation through the input they provide about categories of different levels. The experiment was
conducted in which mothers taught concepts to their 2 to 4-year-old children using pictures that varied
in familiarity. The main results were as follows: (1) As the results of Callanan (1985), mothers used basic
ostension more than superordinate ostension for the single objects. And mothers used superordinate
ostension when they taught superordinate concepts for the group; (2) “Contextualized ostension”
attended with pointing partly. Further, using this ostension occurred under influence of conceptual
level and familiarity; (3)Implicit statements of inclusion, “demonstrative” and “collective”
statements, occurred only when superordinate categories were being taught. The findings suggested
that children must learn categories through mother's ostension, labeling and inclusion. Children were
given extra information, explicitly and sometimes implicitly, that may help them to learn superordinate
categories.
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Table 1 Items Used to Teach Basic and Superordinate Concepts

Kind of Category Taught Items Pictures "’
Basic level categories that fern 4 ferns
come from familiar super— gourd 4 gourds
ordinate categories hyena 4 hyenas
porcupine 4 porcupines
wrench 4 wrenches
axe 4 axes
Basic level categories mixer 4 mixers
that come from sewing machine 4 sewing machines

unfamiliar superordinate
calegories

Superordinate calegories
with familiar basic level
exemplars

Superordinate categories
with unfamiliar
exemplars

china closet
buddhist altar
zeppelin
submarine

vehicle
furniture

sports equipment
machine

vehicle
furniture

sports equipment
machine

4 china closets
buddhist altars
zeppelins
submarines

s

car, bus, ship, train

chair, chest, bed, desk

ball, bat, tennis racket, soccer ball
fan, TV, vacuum cleaner, phone

jeep, submarine, tank, skylab
china closet, buddhist altar, dresser,
screen

sled, face guard, ice skates, rugby ball
shaver, sewing machine, slide projector,

mowing machine

Note: a) 4 pictures for each item.
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Table 2 Mean Number of Uses of Ostension and Labeling for Basic and
Superordinate Level Categories =’

Basic Superordinate
Coding categories
Familiar Unfamiliar Familiar Unfamiliar
1 Ostension"”’ 2.06 (1.44) 2.46 (1.98) 3.74 (2.90) 5.05 (3.11)
0T ¢ 16) .15 ( .35) 1.98 (1.61) 1.83 (1.28)
Single objects 1.65 (1.47) 1.98 (1.90) 3.71 (2.90) 5.02 (3.07)
.02 (.07) .07 (.23) .36 ( .68) .36 ( .62)
Groups of objects A1 I o 37) .48 ( .52) .02 (.11) .02 (.11
.05 ( .15) .08 ( .24) 1.57 (1.29) 1.43 (1.02)
2 Labeling 1.95 (1.12) 2.03 (1.22) .88 (1.57) 1.05 (1.18)
.06 (.14) 11 ¢ < 25) 3.26 (2.06) 2.45 (1.62)
3 Contextualized ostension 1.08 (1.32) 1.02 ( .82) 1. 71 (2.30) 1.12 (1.38)
.24 (.36) .52 ( .67) .57 (1.12) .98 (1.69)
Single objects 77 (. 95) .73 ( .66) 1.67 (2.15) 1.20 (1.36)
.12 (. 20) .35 ( .56) .12 ¢ . 31) .76 (1.62)
Groups of objects .31 (.47) .29 ( .51) .05 (.21) .02 (.11)
+12 G +20) AT (. 26) .45 (.92) .21 ( .36)
4 Contextualized labeling 1.13 (1.13) 1.24 (1.42) 1.45 (1.27) .33 (.47
.54 (.57) .49 (.82) 1.98 (2.82) 2.36 (3.55)

Notes: a) n=21,( )=SD
b) The uppers are basic level of name given to object.the lowers are superordinate.
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