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Relationship between socialization of elderly care awareness and
intrafamilial resources of university students in Japan and Germany
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the influence of intrafamilial resources (family cohesion,
awareness of filial responsibility) on the socialization of care awareness in a comparison of university
students in Japan and Germany, which have different support systems for family caregivers. Compatibility
to the data for the causal model, which assumes that family cohesion affects socialization of care awareness
through awareness of filial responsibility (instrumental and emotional support), was analyzed by structural
equation modeling. Results show a relationship between family cohesion to awareness of filial responsibility
including instrumental and emotional support for both Japanese and German university students. However,
while awareness of instrumental support was found to be related to socialization of care awareness for
German students, it was not for Japanese students. These results suggest the inadequacy of Japan's family
support system providing instrumental support for elderly care and the awareness of Japanese students
that society should bear the burden of this instrumental support. Therefore, the pressing issue here may be
to upgrade the support system in Japan not only by indirectly providing support to family caregivers by
supporting those receiving care, but also by directly providing support to those in the family providing the

care.

Keyword : socialization, filial responsibility, family cohesion, family caregivers, elderly care



