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Abstract

The purpose of the study was to examine the relationships among filial responsibility, demographic
characteristics and family cohesion in community-dwelling people. A self-report questionnaire
survey was conducted to parents of preschool children who were using the 10 public nursery
centers in S city, S prefecture. The investigation period was about two months from November to
December, 2005. Survey questionnaire included demographic characteristics (sex, age, birth order,
educational status, living with aging parents, experience of living with grandparents in childhood),
family cohesion, and filial responsibility. In our analysis, data were divided into two subgroups
according to the relationship with elderly parents: group living with biological parents and group
living with parents-in-law. We examined the relations among the above-mentioned variables in both
groups using structural equation modeling. Results showed that in the group living with biological
parents, age, educational status, and family cohesion were significantly associated with instrumental
aspect of filial responsibility, and educational status and family cohesion were significantly
associated with emotional aspect of filial responsibility. Similarly, in the group living with parents-in-
law, educational status was significantly associated with instrumental aspect of filial responsibility,
and sex, experience of living with grandparents in childhood, and family cohesion were significantly
associated with emotional aspect of filial responsibility. In the future, it is necessary to carefully
examine whether the children’s helping behaviors to their elderly parents improve their parents’
well-being, in addition to continued emphasis on positive and negative impacts of caregiving.

Keywords : filial responsibility, family cohesion, social support
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