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Similarities and Differences in Nursing Teachers' Roles between Wales and Japan :
A Comparative Study
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KENICHI TAKAI
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111 Kuboki, Soja-shi, Okayama 719-1197, Japan

Abstract

A comparative study was conducted using qualitative interviews and a questionnaire to clarify the similarities and
differences in Nursing teachers' roles and assessment of clinical practice between the University of Wales, Béngor and
Okayama Prefectural University (OPU).The results showed that, while practice, research, and education were considered
the main roles at OPU, education, pastoral, tutorial instruction, and curriculum development were found to be the main
roles in Bangor. In order to promote the integration of theory and practice, teachers at OPU tried to link theory clinical
experiences, and develop collaborative research projects with the nurses in both hospital and community settings, while in
bangor lecturers made efforts to make practice easier understand by using theory and also by maintaining a closer liaison
lecturer practitioners. As for assessment of clinical practice, it was the teachers' role so no standard evaluation system or
protocol was used at OPU; in Bangor clinical mentors were responsible for assessing students' performance in clinical
practice as specified within the Clinical Practice Assessment Document. However, both universities were concerned about

poor objectivity in clinical assessment.

Keywords :nursing teacher, role, Japanese, English, evaluation



