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Development of the Stoma Care Competency Scale (SCCS)
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The purpose of this study was to develop a scale measuring stoma care competence (called "Stoma Care Competence
Scale": SCCS). Study subjects were 535 nurses in digestive organ surgery of 17 hospitals in Okayama prefecture, Japan.
Self-administered questionnaires containing background variables and a set of items about stoma care competence were
mailed to the subjects. Finally, 445 completed questionnaires were returned (response rate: 83.2%). Exploratory and
confirmatory factor analysis of the SCCS yielded six interpretable factors: Implementing, Assessing, Stoma Care
Technique, Care Planning, Evaluating, and Advocating. The reliability coefficients for all six subscales and the total scale
were found to be good. Moreover, multiple regression analysis indicated that longer experience in digestive organ surgery,
the number of patients with stoma they had cared, primary nursing practice and leadership experience in stoma care are
positively associated with higher stoma care competence.

These findings support the validity (content and construct validity) and reliability (internal consistency) of the SCCS.



