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Community Health Nurses Competence: a Study
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Abstract The purpose of this study is to investigate the actual conditions of community health nurses and clarify
competency of public health nurses in fulfilling there responsibilities in the community health care system.

The subjects were 10 interviewed community health nureses and 255 community nurses surveyed by question-
naire. Results revealed that community health nurses were actively working for the welfare of the community with
positive attitudes towards their roles in providing optimal care to the population and also confidence in their profes-
sional abilities. However, they were aware of their inability to evaluate community health care activities, formulate

community health care plans, and conduct surveys and researches.

Findings suggest that community health nurses must not just maintain abilities in health promotion activities in
the community, but also improve skills in appraisal of performance, community health care planning, and nursing
research. It is also suggested that continuous in-service training be instituted in order to strengthen their profes-
sional achievement and to create a new work environment which may facilitate development of communication

skills between generations of nurses.





