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Positive attitude toward dementia and intention of local welfare
authorities to recommend medical examination for people with serious
dementia symptoms and their family members
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MASAFUMI KIRINO**, YOSHIHITO TAKEMOTO**

*Graduate of Health and Welfare Science, Okayama Prefectural University, 111 Kuboki,Soja, Okayama, Japan
**Faculty of Health and Welfare Science, Okayama Prefectural University, 111 Kuboki,Soja, Okayama, Japan

[OBJECTIVES] The present study aims to understand the relationship between positive attitude toward
dementia and intention of local welfare commissioners and welfare committee members to recommend
medical examination for people with serious dementia symptoms and their family members.

[METHODS] A self-administered questionnaire survey was conducted among 119 local welfare
commissioners and 206 welfare committee members in “A” city. The data from 245 respondents were
analyzed, and the corresponding causal sequence model was based on the helping behavior theory. The
relationship between positive attitude toward dementia and intention to recommend medical examination
was estimated using the causal sequence model.

[RESULTS] The results did not indicate that positive attitude significantly influenced intention to
recommend medical examination for people with serious dementia symptoms. On the other hand, positive
attitude significantly influenced intention to recommend medical examination for their family members.

[CONCLUSION] Further study of related factors influencing positive attitude is suggested.

Keywords : local welfare commissioner, welfare committee member, positive attitude, intention to

recommend medical examination



