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The History of the Development of Welfare for
the Elderly in Japan (1)
The Beppu Home for the Elderly

This paper looks at homes for the elderly in the Taisho and early Showa periods
(the decades prior to World War 1I). It analvzes the development of these facilities
nationwide by focusing on the establishment and development of the Beppu Home
for the Elderly.

The modernization of geriatric care in Japan occurred within a wave of social
welfare modernization that swept through Japan in the Taisho Period (1912 — 1926).
The legislation and enforcement of new welfare laws during this period significantly
altered geriatric care.

The Beppu Home for the Elderly can be taken as a model of nursing homes
established in the Taisho Period and used to present an overview of the residents
lives and the operators activities. This paper also clarifies how management of the
Beppu home was affected, and what problems it confronted, following its designation
as an officially certified facility under new welfare legislation.
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