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A History of Welfare Facilities for the Elderly in Japan (II)
Focusing on the establishment and development of
the Hoonsekizen-kai during the Taisho era

In this paper, I will discuss the development of welfare facilities in conjunction
with the relationships among the people involved —the recipients of welfare serv-
1ces, policymakers who established welfare systems, and those who actually pro-
vided care—making use of the original records preserved by these facilities.

By focusing on a nursing home called the Hoonsekizen-kai, this paper aims to
contribute to research on the development of welfare facilities for senior citi-
zens. The Hoonsekizen-kai has kept a large number handwritten documents as
well as various reports it published annually during the Taisho and early Showa
eras, including newsletters, operation reports, and annual reports. Since only a
few facilities established at that time have preserved such materials, the
Hoonsekizen-kai's records will provide a key to understanding the history of wel-
fare facilities for the elderly in Japan.
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